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III. A Difcourfe concerning the Difficulty oi cu- 
ring Fluxes, writ occaftonally on reading Dr.de 
Juffieu^ Memoire in the Hiftory, &c. of the 
(Royal Academy of Sciences in Paris, for the Year 
1719. <8y William Cockburn, M T>. K % S, 
and of the College of c phyficians, London. 

IN reading Dr. de Jujfieih Memoire, about the pre- 
feiit Difgrace of Ipecacuanha in France, and the 
Method he propofes for redrefling its Defccls by Si- 
marouba, a Root brought from Cayen in Ahnerka t 
I was furpriz'd to find a Remedy almoit ador'd for 
half a Century, to have fallen into the utmofl Con- 
tempt ; a Spectjick, a very fhort and fatisfa&ory Word, 
totally negle&ed by its moft zealous Votaries. 

The learned ProfeiTor aliedges, that, this great Re- 
volution, in the Fame of Ipecacuanha, proceeds from 
its having been unfldlfully admin iftred : Phyficians 
commonly conlidering the general Appearance of a 
Loofenefs only, without penetrating into the particu- 
lar Gmfes which fupport it, and that require, on that 
Account, different Methods of curing it. 

Monf. de JuJJieu^ avoiding all Extreme?, is an 
Enemy to the banifhing Ipecacuanha altogether out 
of the Practice of Phyfick, as many of its difappoint- 
ed Adorers now do ; becaufe it is not the infallible Spe- 
cifick they vainly imagined it to be. 

This common Mifapplication of Medicines, or our 
Ignorance of the particular Circumftances of a Difeafe, 
when it requires a different Method of Cure, is the 
very Reafon why great Numbers cf excellent Medi- 
cines 



?«* ) 

cines, among ancient Phyfician?, have been loft, be* 
caufe they were not undcritood. Take a broken Shin 
only, which has the Skin only rubb'd off, obferve 
the Difficulty the beft and honefreft Surgeons have to 
cure it. Go to sfetius, and other<% where you may 
find a fafe, eafy and jpeedy Cure ; which, as the 
fame Author on another Occafion obferve 4 ?, the Peo- 
ple make Slight of, becaufe they do not know the 
Danger or Trouble that often attend it. 

A Loofenefs is more liable to be miftaken than the 
greateft Number of other Difeafes ; becaufe it is pro- 
duced by two immediate Caufes that are very differ- 
ent, when the reft have one Caufe only, however great 
the Diverfity of particular Cafes may appear to be. 

A Fever, vix, has but one Caufe, tho* the Variety 
of Fevers, or the various Appearances of a Fever are 
infinite, and never can be clafs'd by Obfervation, 1 
fhall therefore confiderthe different Circumftances of a 
Loofenefs obferved by Dr. de Jujfieu, and that occafi- 
on the Mifapplication of Ipecacuanha; but I fhall 
afterwards endeavour to make his Account more per- 
fect ; for thereby Phyficians will be able to have 
more perfect Intentions and Views of Curing than 
hitherto they have had. 

When great Crudities, fays the Doctor, and in- 
dtge-fted Stuff in the firft Pafages? or an OhJhttQ't- 
on in the Bowels of the lower Belly are the Caufe of 
a Loofenefs, we way always expetJ the common 
good Eff efts of the Ipecacuanha for a Cure, 

On the contrary, when Ipecacuanha is given again/ 
an Hepatick Dyfentery, or again/ a great D'ijl 
charge of Blood upwards or downwards, often oc- 
cafi one d by a purging Medicine that was given for 

a Cure 
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a Cure of the Loofenefs, noSuccefs can reafonably be 
expected from the Specific^ far lefs have we any 
Hopes, 'when Ipecacuanha is given for the Cure of a 
Loofenefs that fubjijs on an Inflammation of the 
lower Belly \ or when /harp and fixd Pains give 
us a Sujpicion that the Dyfentery has a cancerous 
Ulcer for its Caufe. 

As there is no Difficulty that is peculiar to a Dy- 
fentery, and is not common with the Dangers of a 
Diarrhoea, the Terrour of Biood not excepted, it 
mud be acknowledged that any Vomit as well as Ipe~ 
cucuanha, is a proper Cure againft Indigeftions and 
Crudities in the Stomach, as Hippocrates anciently 
obferved, and has been believed by all Phyficians fince 
his Time : So that there is nothing in the French Spe- 
cifick that is not in Salt of Vitriol • which we find 
held its Reputation, in curing Dyfenteries, longer than 
Ipecacuanha is like to do. 

It is more wonderful that this Way of Curing a 
Loofenefs by Ipecacuanha was not fooner determined. 
Nothing befides the lazy Talk of a Specifick, that ex- 
cludes all Reafoning and Refle&ion, could have made 
Men eafy under fo grofs Ignorance. The very In- 
ftance given us by the late excellent Dr. fournefort, 
in the Cafe of his Tutor Petrus Sylvanus, is a fuffi- 
cient Proof that Ipecacuanha is no Charm of a Spe- 
cifick, but that it cures by its Evacuating : For, when 
the Weaknefs of Sylvanus made themcmtious in ad- 
miniftring the Specifick, the Difeafe held its Ground 
againft the Charm, and its Adorers, 'till Defpair drove 
the Phyfician upon larger Dofes, the laft Retort of the 
Vanquifhed, and they produced Evacuations by Vomit 
and Stool, and thereby his Health in one Night 

Ir 
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It would be fuperfluous to obferve upon what is 
fair! about the Simarouba, and how far it may remedy 
the Defeats of Ipecacuanha, the Trials of it being few, 
not fufficient to determine the Univerfality of its Ufe. 
Far lefs (hall I enquire, whether the Weft-India Plant 
has any relation to the Mac'tr from the Eaf ^-Indies, 
mentioned by Pliny *} though I with Dr. de Jujieu 
had prepared the Simarouba with Honey, (ince the 
great Cures, recorded by Pliny, by the Mac'tr might 
be affifted by its being prepared in that Way. 

I (hail then proceed, and make the foregoing Account 
more perfect, and more obvious, better fitted to fix the 
Views of Phyficians, in the Point they are to purfue. 
ForthisPurpofe,I(hall givea plain Account of the fe- 
veral Species of a Loofenefs, and in each of them apply 
the different Kind of Remedies employ'd for the Cure 
of them. Thus we (hall perceive the proper Admi- 
niftration for every Loofenefs, and how far any of 
them is left without a Cure. 

The Anatomy of the Guts alone, informs us, that 
the immediate Caufe of every Loofenefs, whether it 
be Symptomatick orEfTential, muft either be a quicker 
Conveyance of the common Quantity of conco fried Food, 
and of the Liquors that are commonly mixed with 
it in the Guts. Or the Caufe of a Loofenefs is a 
greater Secretion than ordinary, of a watry Sub- 
Jiance from the Blood into the Guts, and brought in- 
to them by the Pancreas, and various other Gbnds. 
In both 'which Cafes there mujt needs be a larger 
Difcharge of 'liquid Excrements, by Stool, than ufual, 
or there mifft be a Loofenefs. 

A Loofenefs produced by the firfl: of thefe Caufes, 
admits of great Variety ; both on the Account of the 

different 

* Hift. Natur. lib. xii. 
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different Stimuli, and even from the different Degrees 
of the Stimulus in each of them. Ihe Stimulus y 
<vix. of indigefted Food, Fruits, and the like, differs 
very much from the Stimulus of Gall. The firft Sort 
is confined to the Stomach and Inteftines : In which 
Cafe, the Difeafe is often a Cure to it fejf; whereas the 
Stimulus of Gall is greater, and the Caufe is more per- 
manent and fcldom carries off it felf. The Degree of the 
Stimulus may be determined by fome other concomi- 
tant Symptoms of Slime, Glaire, &c. But when the 
Stimulus is occafioned by the Piles, an Ulcer, or a 
Stricture in the Guts, it is vaftly more Violent, and 
much departs from the common Cure of a Loofenefs, 
whereby Phyficians are often fubje&ed to fatal Errors, 
and grofs Mifapplications of their Medicines. 

The Watry Loofenefs produced by the other im- 
mediate Caufe, is indeed deplorable ; becaufe a Me- 
thod of Curing it is not commonly known. It is not 
only as a Principal, but it is a Second, in the Beginning, 
at the Endings and in the intermediate Times of all 
other Difeafes, and even in old Age, when Nature is 
fubmitting to the Power of Death j when Phyficians 
call it a Colliquative Loofenefs, becaufe it feems to 
melt away the Flefh of the Sick. * Petrus Salius Di- 
verfus, a moft approved Phyfician, affirms it to be 
vain for a Phyfician to attempt the Cure of it. Ca* 
rolus Pifoy who endeavours to explain it, and the moft 
fagacious Laz. Riverius, after trying all the common 
Methods, give us no better Hopes of a Cure. 

It is now manifeft why a Loofenefs, that in all out- 
ward Appearance is one and the fame thing, and pro- 
mifes to fubmit to the fame Remedy, is vaftly different 

F f f in 

* Pag. 1S8, 189. lib, de Pefte, 
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In the manner of Curing it. Our Experience has contra. 
difted our Belief, and the Remedy that has proved 
EfTe&ual and Sufficient in one Cafe, has proved Inef- 
fectual and Ufelefs on other Occafions ; on which 
Account Remedies are very liable to be mifapplied. 

To prevent this Misfortune in a great Meafiire for 
the Future, I ihall confider the Medicines commonly- 
made ufe of by Phyficians for the Cure of a Loofe- 
nefs ; and next, how they may molt properly be 
adapted to that End: For thus we mud perceive the 
particular Cafes wherein they are like to beufeful, and 
when rhey are not like to be of any ufe at all. 

Aftringent s ', or binding Medicines, were the firft 
employed for the Cure of a Loofenefs, as well as of 
every other Evacuation : But Hippocrates obferving 
that a Loofenefs was often the eafieft cured when it 
was attended with Vomiting, Vomiting- Medi- 
cines were introduced on that Account. On a like 
Confideration, Purging Medicines were admitted by 
Celjusy becaufe he round the Turging the Cure of 
itlelf; or that the Loofenefs went off by going 
to Stool for a few Days: But he advifes Phyfi- 
cians to take care that the Loofenefs does not run 
longer than feven Days, and that it is not attended 
with a Fever ; for in that cafe the Loofenefs is not 
Critical and Salutary^ but Symptomatica/, and fla- 
ttens on the Ruin of the Sick. All thefe Obferva- 
tions have not been found univerfally true in many 
other Countries ; for Ccelius Aurelianus, a moft ac- 
curate Obferver of Difeafes, Rhaza and Avkenna 
blame this freeUfe of Purging and Vomiting, and may 
be juftified by what will be Ihewn in the Progrefs of 
this Difcourfe. 

But, 
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But, noff that we may apply this Artillery of Phy= 
ficians againft the two generaiCaufes of all Loofenefles, 
wefhall begin with the moft ancient of the mentioned 
Methods, which was pra&ifed by Trodicus Selym- 
brianus, whofe School was adorned by the divine 
Hippocrates. 

Binding Medicines, as I lately obferved, were em- 
ployed for the Cure of every Evacuation, and are ftill 
the Refuge of Phyficians when all other Methods 
have been baffled, under their own Conduct and 
Direction ; they tacitly have the Preference given 
them to all other Medicines ; for Inftance, Ipecacu- 
anha is preferr'd to any other Vomit, and Rhubarb 
to any other Purge, becaufe they are more aftringmt 
than any other of the Tribe. So far do Phyficians 
extol the Power of Ajlringents, that many of them 
affirm, that by them any Loofenefs may be reprefs'd, if 
they did not think it unfeafonable or improper. 

However,- it may ftand with thefe Boafters, it is 
very certain, that thefe Medicines only affe<St a Loofe» 
nefs occafioned by a Stimulus ', and if this is fmall, 
the Loofenefs may be cured by it ; but if the Degree of 
theStimulus is greater, the aftringent Medicine is either 
jiot able to put a Stop to it, or it will tear the Sick 
with Gripes if it does. 

It is on the fame Account of the Stimulus^ that a 
Vomit or a *Purge is properly premifed to other Me- 
dicines, if it confifts with the Strength of the Sick , 
but after all, the Store-houfe of Phyficians feems to 
be exhaufted in curing a Loofenefs that proceeds from 
Indigeftion, or Gail :, but if the Stimulus is from the 
Tiles, an Vlcer, or a Stricture in the Guts^ Phyfi- 
cians are loft without any Remedy, and too frequent- 

F f f x ly 
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ly have recourfe to the Omnipotent Aftringert, w'rh- 
out any Succefs. Here is a real Want, an Inability 
and Unskilfulnefs in our Work, and leaves too much 
room for mifapplying Med cines. 

But if we turn rhele Engines of Vomiting, Purging 
andBinding,uponthe other generalCaiiie of aLooicnejs, 
they either fall very fhort,orhke a little Water thrown 
upon a great Fire,theyrather inflame than extingmfh it, 
Hippocrates * indeed does not mention the fVatry 
Loofenefs Jout he fays many things that peculiarly con- 
cern it j which Foefius not underftanding, blamed him 
for Oblcurity in this Place. Tifo t gives a very plain 
Defcription of this Loofenefs, and his Obfervation is 
admitted by every fucceeding Phyfician. 

The defperate State of the Watry Loofenefs was 
formerly mentioned from the Confcflion of Authors 
of the greatcft Knowledge and Veracity ; and Phy- 
ficians mail for ever find that Loofenefs to become 
more violent the more you prefs it with Aftringents, 
Vomits, or purging Medicines. The boaftcd Omni- 
potency of putting a Stop to a Loofenefs at Pleafure, 
muft ferve another ufe with the Sick, though it may 
not be able to put the defired Stop to his Purging. 

There is even a Singularity in the Cure of this 
Loofenefs which I think has not hitherto been ob- 
ferved. In every other Kind of Looienefs the Stools 
acquire a Confidence* when they begin to be cured; 
but in the Watry Loofenefs, the Stools commonly le£ 
fen in Quantity though not in their Loofenefs. 

I fhould fay fbmething of Qj>ium r a Medicine of- 
ten made ufe of for the Cure of every Kind of Loofe 

nefs, 

* Coac.PrajjQpt, i34.Prssdi&. 81. f Scd. IV. cap. i, Obf, 5*, 
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nefs but as it neither adts as an Aftringent, nor in a 
Way obferved by Phyilcians, it muft ftill remain 
among other e Defiderata^ 



IV. A Letter from Mr. John Dove to Edmund 
Halley, LL. T>. F. <%. 5- and %. Aftrom. at 
Greenwich, containing an Account of a Qo- 
met fern on February 29, 173^ 



From on Board the Monmouth, James Montgomery 
Commander ', in Table- Bay, March 17, 1731. 

SIR, 

I Had the Honour to wait on the Governor the 
8th of February, in Latitude 33° South, where 
he parted with us for St. Hellena. 

The 29th of February^ at about half an Hour 
paft Ten at Night, I judge (having a good Obferva- 
tion at Noon) we were in Lat. 34° 28' South, and 
Long. \%° 35 Weft from Cape Bonne EJperance, the 
Moon fhining very bright, being near the Full, we 
law fbmething very bright rife 'about Weil, which I 
judge to be a Comet : It fee about Eafl, pacing from 
Weft to Eaft in about five Minutes, between the 
Moon and our Zenith, and to the Southward of Spica 
Virgmis; it carried a Stream of Light after it about 
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